25/01865/APP.  Erection of a solar farm and creation of new vehicular access, new footpath, substation compound, customer substation, inverters, CCTV Tower, storage containers, perimeter fencing, car parking and associated ancillary development.  Wings Farm Marston Road Granborough Buckinghamshire MK18 3JX

Granborough Parish Council (GPC) formally met to consider the amendments to the planning application on 15th July 2025. We object to the planning applications for the following reasons:

1. Visual Impact 
The proposed development in terms of its overall size and scale is excessive and incongruous in this rural area having regard to the existing landscape and topography of the site thereby having an adverse impact when viewed from the lower and, in particular, the higher ground in Granborough and East Claydon and from the immediate vicinity, including public footpaths. It will result in a significant alteration of the open, rural landscape industrialised development in this extensively open rural setting.
  
2. Impact on Biodiversity 
The proposed development, in terms of its overall size and scale is excessive in this rural area having regard to the environment, including the impact on existing wildlife, ecology, and biodiversity. The proposal does not adequately address any substantial improvements in term of biodiversity nor adequately mitigates against any harm caused by the development. This provides no protection for the fragile colony of the endangered Black Hairstreaks on the southwest corner of the site and no mention has been made of protection of the vital invertebrate corridor along the Roman Road, marked “track” where at least two red list butterflies have been recently recorded. Therefore, the Parish Council do not consider that the proposed mitigation measures outweigh any stated benefits.

3. Cumulative Impact
GPC primary objection relates to the potential cumulative impact of this development and the others in the immediate vicinity. Buckinghamshire Council have already stated in their pre-application advice to Statkraft that “BESS facilities are often required to be close to National Grid substations to facilitate connections and enhance the grid’s capability to manage energy flows efficiently, in this case using the future East Claydon substation. The advice notes that the cumulative effects of the development with other developments in the area would need to be assessed in the application.”
 These proposals are outlined below: -
a. The Statera proposal for a 500MW BESS within the GPC area is in close proximity to the existing East Claydon Substation. This proposal was refused by the Buckinghamshire Council Strategic Planning Committee and is subject of an appeal to be heard on 22nd July 2025.

b. The Rosefield Solar Farm, a proposal covering some 1689 acres including 689 acres of solar panels plus a BESS and associated structures. This proposal is an NSIP application and not dealt with by the Buckinghamshire Council. The site extends from the Claydon Brook around the Claydon villages and on to the village of Calvert and destroys large areas of farmland and businesses. The current proposal is approaching the “submission and acceptance window for examination” scheduled for Summer/Autumn 2025.

c. The proposal by the National Grid to replace the existing electricity substation which is approaching the end of its operational life and has no further capacity to accept new connections. A planning application is likely to be submitted to Buckinghamshire Council late 2025/2026. It should be noted that should the future application for the replacement substation be unsuccessful and approval given for Statkraft, Statera and Rosefield then these developments will not be able to make their proposed connections to the grid at East Claydon. But in any event no new connections would be available before 2030 at the earliest by which time it is considered that BESS technology will have moved forward and consequently the design of any scheme approved in the near future will be subject to change.

d. The approved planning Permission for a Solar Farm at Tuckey Farm Winslow

It should also be noted that Buckinghamshire Council considered the cumulative impact in its refusal of planning permission for the Statera application by saying “The proposal, which is for a large-scale energy development will be introduced into a strongly agricultural landscape and would be significantly incongruous. It will have, despite the proposed mitigation significant adverse impact on visual amenity and on the landscape character at the site, local and landscape character area levels. Furthermore, the cumulative effects of the proposal with Tuckey Farm (consented permission) and the existing East Claydon substation would lead to cumulative visual and landscape character effects would be significantly adverse. Together this would change the existing predominantly pastoral landscape to one defined by energy development,”
GPC considers that this equally applies to this application and is many times more relevant when the other proposed developments which have further progressed since the December 2024 decision by Buckinghamshire Council are taken into account.

GPC considers that the cumulative impact should not be limited to the post construction/operational impacts but must also consider the impact on the immediate local environment and wider area resulting from the construction phase itself. As has already been said this and other proposals are all reliant on the proposed new East Claydon Substation which potentially could be operational by 2030/1 (subject to approval). 
The obvious conclusion is that any or all schemes that are approved will for much of the time have overlapping or comparable construction periods. Each scheme has or will be submitting their own construction plans showing access routes and traffic movements for both normal and abnormal (non-indivisible) loads which may or may not be consider acceptable in their own right. This is a completely unacceptable way of considering these impacts and it essential that the cumulative impact of lorry and other traffic movement numbers etc must be looked not only in respect of the impacts on the roads and road users in the immediate area but also including access routes for example through Winslow and Whitchurch.
These considerations must also have due regard to appropriate surveying of road conditions before any construction starts and commitments for repairs to damage which will undoubtably occur and the apportionment of responsibility for restoration.
GPC also considers that the controls must extend to construction and associated noise, site lighting and working hours which must be common for all sites approved.

4. Traffic and Construction Impact
Construction of the solar farm will generate a substantial increase in heavy vehicle traffic on our country roads, which are not suited to such volumes. The disruption from noise, dust, and potential damage to road infrastructure during the construction phase would negatively affect residents and rural tranquillity.
5. Effect on the local heritage assets
The application fails to consider what impact there may be  to the undesignated but nationally important ridge and furrow remains of North Marston and, does not adequately consider and demonstrate the level of harm to the Church of St John the Baptist at Granborough
6. Lack of Local Benefit
A large-scale industrial development in our rural area should demonstrably serve local interests, not merely those of distant landowners or private investors, but the proposed development appears to offer limited or no direct benefits to the local community. district, gradually transforming the character of the countryside without a coherent strategy for managing renewable energy infrastructure in rural areas.
 
In the event that Buckinghamshire Council as the Local Planning Authority determining this planning application decide to approve the application, then planning conditions should be imposed covering the following matters: 
 
a.    To require a construction highways plan identifying the haul route to the site to be agreed by the council,
b. No increase in height of the buildings/structures above that shown on the existing application, 
c. Landscape improvement to be undertaken in advance of the development and to include mature planting, 
d. Restriction on working hours and not to allow working on any weekends and bank holidays, 
e. Controls on lighting during construction and operation of the site, 
f. Controls on noise levels from generators during construction and when the site is operational, 
g. Vehicles to be able to turn within the site to allow forward movement and to avoid reversing, 
h. Wheel wash facilities to be provided before development commences and operated during the entire construction period, 
i. Details of the restoration of the site to be submitted, agreed and carried out in accordance with approved details, 
j. Audited details for the maintenance/funding/management of green and planted areas to be submitted and approved. 
k. Details of * public benefit shall be submitted and agreed by the council.

*Note: Public Benefit: Ministers have stated that the National interest will prevail over local veto, but there should be Public Benefit for those affected; this benefit should be established as a condition of this and other large applications going ahead,

End.
