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Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project (NSIP)
Rosefield Solar Farm

24 September 2025
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Agenda

• Introduction 

• The process so far

• What Next – Pre-Examination

• Roles and Responsibilities

• Questions



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

What is an NSIP?

• Infrastructure Projects – Energy, Transport, Water 
and Waste

• Size and type that is nationally significant, requiring 
national approval
• The Planning Act 2008
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Six Stages of a DCO
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The Process So Far

Scoping Opinion issued 
by the Planning 
Inspectorate 21 
December 2023

21 Dec. 2023

Draft Statement of 
Community Consultation 
(SoCC) – BC commented 
August 2024

Aug. 2024

SoCC published

4 Sep. 2024

Formal Notice given to 
the SoS on 16 September 
2024 of their intention to 
submit a DCO application 
in Q2 of 2025.

16 Sep. 2024

Formal Consultation -
between 18 September 
2024 and 14 November 
2024

18 Sep. 2024 and 
14 Nov. 2024

Targeted Consultation 
between

21 May and 16 
July

Adequacy of 
consultation Response

23 July 2025

Submission to PINS 
expected on 26 
September 2025

26 Sep. 2025
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Current Rosefield Solar Farm -
Proposals
• A proposed new solar farm with battery storage

• East of Calvert
• South, West & North-East of Botolph Claydon
• West of Shipton Lee

• Generate more than 50MW of electricity

• Connection to East Claydon sub-station

• Directly affected Wards
• Grendon Underwood and The Claydons
• Quainton 
• Winslow
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Acceptance Stage

•The Planning Inspectorate (PINS), on behalf of the Secretary of State, has 28 days to 
decide whether to accept the DCO application for examination.

Timing & Authority

• Local Authorities must submit an Adequacy of Consultation Representation within 14 
days of the application being received.

•This confirms whether the applicant has met statutory consultation duties under sections 
42, 47, and 48 of the Planning Act 2008.

Adequacy of Consultation

•PINS assesses whether:

•All required documents are submitted.

•The application meets the standards set out in the Planning Act and associated 
regulations.

•The applicant has properly considered consultation responses

Validation Criteria
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Section 56 Notice

• Applicant required to give notice of the accepted 

application and publicise the application 

• Applicant will invite any person to register as an 

Interested Party – within a 30 day period. Host 

authorities become interested parties automatically.

• Submit a Relevant Representation (RR) 

• Inspector(s) will be appointed and undertake 
unaccompanied site visits
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Relevant Representations

• Registration for the project will be open for at least 30 days 
during the pre-examination stage.

• You must register within this period to receive your 
interested party reference number and ensure your 
comments are considered.

• The developer is responsible for advertising when a project 
has been accepted for examination.

• The developer must provide details about the opening and 
closing dates for registration and explain how you can 
register.
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Relevant Representations

• What – A summary of what you agree and/or disagrees with in the 
application, the reasons why, and what they consider the main issues to 
be

• Why – To provide the information that the Examining Authority (ExA) 
requires to carry out its initial assessment of principal issues and the 
draft examination timetable in the Rule 6 letter

• How –

• A summary – succinct list of issues, with clear options to address 
concerns
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Rule 6 Letter

• ExA’s letter inviting all Interested 
Parties to the Preliminary 
Meeting (PM)

• Sent by ExA at least 21 days 
before PM

• Sets out the arrangement of PM, 
examination procedure and draft 
timetable for the DCO

• 1-2 week before PM – submit 
written submission to comment 
on the draft timetable and the 
examination procedure at 
Procedural Deadline
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Preliminary Meeting
To be involved in the preliminary meeting, you must either:

• be registered to have your say, and have an interested party reference number

• have a statutory right to be involved

• After the registration period has closed, you will be invited to a preliminary meeting. This 
is to talk about how the application will be examined. You can choose not to attend this 
meeting and will still be invited to submit more information when the examination starts.

You cannot give your views about the proposed development at this meeting.

You can talk about:

• anything that may affect your ability to attend hearings or meet deadlines, for example 
other local events happening at the same time or issues with travel or working patterns

• if there are any suitable local places to hold the hearings

• if there are any groups of people who need a different approach to be able to take part in 
the process

• any other matters relating to the draft examination timetable
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Roles and Responsibilities LA

• Automatic Interested Party: The Local Authority (LA) is automatically registered 
as an interested party and must submit a Relevant Representation summarising
its position and main issues for the examination

• Technical Review: Specialist officers review application documents (e.g., 
Environmental Statement) and coordinate internal responses

• Drafting Key Documents: Prepare and submit:

• Relevant Representation (RR)

• Local Impact Report (LIR)

• Statement(s) of Common Ground (SoCG)

• Written representations and responses to Examining Authority questions

• Procedural Engagement: Respond to the Rule 6 letter (invitation to the 
preliminary meeting), comment on the draft examination timetable, and attend 
the preliminary meeting
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Roles and Responsibilities-
Community

Register as Interested Parties: Individuals, community groups, and 
businesses should register during the open registration period (30 days) to 
secure the right to participate in the examination and have their comments 
formally considered.
Submit Relevant Representations: Provide written comments (Relevant 
Representations) outlining concerns, or objections, and identify key issues for 
the Examining Authority to consider.
Engage with Parish and Local Authority: Share views and information with 
parish councils and the Local Authority to help shape collective responses 
and ensure local priorities are represented.
Monitor Deadlines: Keep track of all consultation and registration deadlines 
to ensure timely participation and submission of views.



Sign Up for Updates

Rosefield Solar Farm - 
Project information

https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010158
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010158
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010158
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Questions
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